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Before Golodnitsky
Mother and 
father from 
Russian Empire

Mother studied 
dentistry

Father studied 
carpentry

Met in 
Switzerland?

Bern, Switzerland



Smila, Ukraine

Bern, Switzerland

Somewhere in Ukraine
Paris, France



Born 18 December, 
1910 in Switzerland

Jewish

Came to 
Philadelphia in 

1913

“Harry Gold”

Who Was Golodnitsky 

Harry Gold at about 40 years old



~4000 miles

~6  days
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

Bern, Switzerland

New York



Graduated high 
school in 1929

Worked small jobs

Worked in PA Sugar 
Company as lab 
assistant

Attended PA 
University full time 
in 1930-1932Pennsylvania State University



Lost job during the 
Great Depression

Received help from 
friend Thomas Black

Job in manufacturing 
company 

“Became involved in 
the Communist party”

Protests during the Great Depression



Went back to 
Pennsylvania 

Sugar Company

May have passed 
secrets to Black

Pennsylvania Sugar Company factory unit



Drexel  University

Attended two 
universities

Completed chemical 
engineering in 1935

Dedicated himself to 
Sugar Company

St. Joseph’s University



Formally recruited into 
the NKVD in 1935

“People’s Commissariat 
of Internal Affairs”

Supposedly did so to 
rebel against America

“For the good of 
Russian people”



World War II (1939 - 1945) was about to begin



First tasked with 
stealing information 

from own company

Became quite the 
important spy

Started being paid for 
his work in 1942

Began working for 
Klaus Fuchs in 1944

Folder of recipes & industrial operations



Tensions of the Cold War (1947 - 1991) had begun to rise



Theoretical physicist

NKVD agent

Worked in Britain & 
United States

Actively worked on 
Manhattan Project

Klaus Fuchs at about 40 years old



Golod would meet 
Klaus ~7 times

Often different 
states

Passed information 
to Semyon Semyonov

Given to NKVD



Information could be 
about:

Industry tactics

Working theories

Test results

Successful 
experiments

Blueprints

Recipes



Soviet Union would 
test its first bomb 
in 1949

Britain and US 
were concerned



Fuchs arrested in 
January 1950

Convicted of 
espionage in 
March

Was quick to talk

Klaus Fuchs arrested



Golod arrested 
later in 1950

Convicted of 
espionage for 30 
years in 1951

Ratted out several 
people

Henrich Golodnitsky  arrested



Many spies would 
be convicted

The Rosenberg 
Trial would begin

Ethel & Julius 
Rosenberg

The Rosenbergs



Served about 14 
years

Paroled in May 1965

Returned to work at 
John F. Kennedy 

Memorial Hospital

Worked as chemist

Henrich Golodnitsky  at about 60 years old



Many spies would 
be convicted

The Rosenberg 
Trial would begin

Ethel & Julius 
Rosenberg

The Rosenbergs



Died in August 28, 
1972

62 years old

During heart 
surgery

Never married



Reflection
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